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PREFACE. 


This little book was originally written in Tamil, under the 
name of and has now been translated 

into English in the supposition that it may be read with 
advantage by natives who have learned English. The ideas 
eontained in the book being such as unlearned natives ean 
understand and appreciate, and those ideas being expressed 
in a style resembling that of the ineban languages, it is 
hoped that the book will be more thoroughly intelligible 
than ordinary English books to those Hindus who under¬ 
stand English, but who think in the vemacidars. 

If this little work should fall into the hands of any 
natives of superior attainments who have studied European 
sciences and the history of the western nations, their 
knowledge of history will enable them to confirm the 
truth of what is stated herein by many remarkable illus¬ 
trations, which the writer was prevented from making use 
of by the fear that they would not be understood, and 
the certainty that they would not be appreciated, by persons 
who were ignorant of geography and history. 

It will be noticed that the writer has restricted himself 
to truths of an inferior class, and has said little or nothing 
of those higher moral truths which are called religious or 
spiritual. His reason for doing so is that unfortunately 
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there is a large class of persons in this country to whom 
those truths are almost, if not altogether, unintelligible, lie 
has, therefore, gone forth to meet such persons on the bor- 
<ler3 of their ovra ground. Whilst Christianity claims a 
heavenly origin, and teaches the highest truths and the 
most perfect virtue, it does not shrink from being judg<‘d 
by the test of sochU virtues and temporal results. 


Eukykncoodv, Tin'nevelly, 
March 1860 , 


K. C.\LDWfiLL. 















THE THREE WAY-MARKS. 


It is very necessary that all persons should enquire which 
of the various religions that are known in the world is true 
and divine. Whichever religion it is that frees men from 
sin, that is the true religion. Wherefore, they w'ho have been 
delivered from their sins by the Lord Jesus Christ know by 
experience that Christianity is true. Those who have not 
embraced Christianity and wlio do not understand its teach¬ 
ing cannot know its truth by their own experience, yet they 
may come to learn that it is true by means of certain ex¬ 
ternal marks and signs which are visible to all. 

If a religion comes from the true God, who is the em¬ 
bodiment of goodness, it will diffuse around many benefits 
and blessings. Such a religion will tend to promote justice, 
mercy, and other virtues ; it mil tend to promote educa¬ 
tion, civilisation, temporal prosperity, and other worldly bless- 
ino-s. It will also be fitted to become the universal religion. 
All persons are able to judge whether the religions to which 
they belong possess such marks as these. The Supreme 
Being, who is the common Father of all men, has confirm¬ 
ed the truth of Christianity by these marks, in order that 
all men, whether educated or uneducated, might readily know 
which is the way that leads to heaven. The religions 
which have been invented by men are destitute of these marks. 

-Dear friends, vou are requested attentively to read the state¬ 
ments contained in these pages, so that you may clearly un- 
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derstand this important point. OflFer up your prayers also to 
the Supreme God, who made all men, entreating Him to 
enlighten your minds and to enable you to ascertain which 
is the religion of which He approves. The true God wiU 
willingly hear the prayers of those who seek to know the 
true way. 


FIRST WAY-MARK. 

TUE TEUE WAY THE WAY OF VIRTUE. 

If a religion is true’ and from God it will promote vir¬ 
tue and good morals. The religion which teaches good 
morals and virtuous dispositions is certainly true. The re¬ 
ligion which does not teach these is worse than useless. 

All men are inclined to evil, and are therefore found to 
do evil naturally ; but to put away evil and to do good 
they require various helps and encouragements. Wlien left 
without help, men cease to walk in the way of virtue. Though 
all men require assistance of this kind, yet those w'ho 
follow the Hindu religion receive from it no help or en¬ 
couragement whatsoever towards living virtuously. Christians, 
on the other hand, have the advantage of many aids and 
incitements and of divine help. 

1. The office and work of the gurus, or viiniaters, of 
the Christian religion is a means of 2 >romoting virtue and 
goodness. 

If you are acquainted with any of those ministers, from 
the fact that they give good advice and teach virtue to 
all classes of people, you must have come to the conclu¬ 
sion that the religion they spread abroad must be a good 
religion. 
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Do the Brahmans and other persons who perform the 
Hindu temple service ever teach righteousness, like the Chris- 
tian gurus ? Do devil-dancers ever teach people propriety 
of conduct ? There are plenty of religious beggars wander- 
ing about from village to village in a sort of fancy dress, 
collecting offerings, and not unfrequently cheating the 
poor innocent people out of their money, but has any of 
those persons ever been known to assemble all classes of 
people and teach them the way to become virtuous ? Never. 
Instructors of the people in righteousness are no where to 
Ije met with amongst Hindus. 

In the villages inhabited by worshippers of Siva and 
Vishnu, whose duty is it to teach morality and to reform 
the immoral ? No one can be found who will admit it 
to be any duty of his. There are people in every village 
who are bound to perform various services for the com¬ 
mon advantage of the inhabitants, and there are Enam 
lauds set apart for the support of those who perform those 
services ; but we never meet in such villages with persons 
who are bound by the duty of their office to promote 
virtue and peace amongst the inhabitants by their exhorta¬ 
tions. In heathen, or Hindu, villages the young men arc 
accustomed to wander about in idleness, the w'icked to 
seduce the simple, the quarrelsome to stir up strife, the 
avaricious to plunder helpless widows. Every body is ac¬ 
customed to do as he pleases. There is no one to restrain 
them or to reason with them. 

You are all very careful to prevent fire and water from 
gaining the mastery and doing damage. Y'ou keep the 
water of your tanks under restraint by means of a sluice, 
to prevent it from ruining your fields. Y"ou keep fire under 
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restraint by means of a fire-place, to prevent it from 
burning down your houses ; but though the passions of 
men are more dangerous than either water or fire, you 
use no means whatever to keep them under restraint or to 
prevent them from bringing your villages to ruin ! 

Compare this disorderly condition of things with the order 
which prevails wherever the Christian church is established. 
1 he ministers of the Christian religion, or Missionaries, 
commonly called “ Padre-gentlemen,” have come from a 
great distance for the purpose of doing good to the people 
of this country. Itou must occasionally have seen them 
going from village to village, or heard of their doing so. 
Would you like to know what they do when they arrive 
in a village in which Christians reside ? They assemble 
the people of the congregation in the church, and after 
performing with them the worship of God, they remind 
them of the justice of the heavenly King and of the love 
of the Divine Saviour, Jesus Christ, and urge them to 
walk in the way of virtue. They exhort them not to tell lies, 
not to steal, not to do any injustice to any one ; to be pa¬ 
tient, to be at peace with one another and with all men, 
and to show their faith and piety by their good conduct. 
They comfort those who are in sorrow, they strengthen 
those who are weak, they reprove those who have entered 
upon evil courses, they seek those who have gone astray 
irom the right way, they give instruction to the ignorant 
and simple. They enquire after the poor and widows, and 
assist them with the alms of the congregation. They ex¬ 
amine the lessons which the children have learnt in school, 
and exhort parents to bring up their children properly, and 
children to be obedient to their parents. They teach to 
all the wisdom of this life and the wisdom of the next. 

















They are not mutterers of incantations, or performers of empty 
ceremonies. Their office is to teach people to be virtuous. 

If you enquire whether Christian ministers really do all 
this, all who are acquainted with them will assure you 
that they do. If you enquire also how they learnt to 
guide their people with so much love, the answer is, 
that they are believers in the Lord of grace who througli 
his love for men became man and suffered and died, and 
that they have learnt to follow him and to love like him. 
You will seek in vain amongst the followers of other 
religions for any class of persons who do so much 
good. They are found only where the Christian church is 
found. It cannot be doubted that the office and work of 
Christian ministers must tend to promote virtue and good 
morals. It may happen, indeed, that through some cause 
or another no good result is produced by their labours in 
some particular place; nevertheless it must be admitted that 
their labours are admirably fitted to produce a good result. 

Dear friends, would it not be greatly to your advantage, 
if those gurus were to become your gurus also, on your 
request, and if they were to give you the benefit of the 
instruction and guidance which they give to their own peo¬ 
ple ? 

2. The Bible, which contains the Gospel of Christ, is a 
very important means of promoting virtue and good morals. 

If you have met with any Christian teachers, you must 
have heard them speak largely of that book. Perhaps you 
have also read some portions of it yourselves. Persons who 
have enquired into and examined all the ethical books of 
any importance in the world confidently assert that the way 
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of virtue has never been taught so well any where as iu 
that dmne work. The national histories which it relates, 
the particulars which it records respecting every holy person 
mentioned in it, each of the poems, letters, and discourses 
which it contains,—what do all these teach, but righteous¬ 
ness, charity, and other virtues ? The teacliing of the Bible 
is not only fitted to amend men’s conduct, but it is also 
fitted to melt and purify the heart. To understand the ex¬ 
cellence of its teaching, read the discourse delivered by our 
Lord upon the mount, as contained in the Gospel written 
by St. Matthew, from the fifth to the seventh chapter. 
Such admirable moral teaching as is contained in that ser- 
jnon cannot be found in any other treatise. It has neither 
equal nor second. 

On the other hand, the Puranas and other religious books 
which are current in this country contain no teaching which 
is conducive to good morals. It is taught in the Puranas, 
that the crimes committed by the gods are not crimes at 
all, and also that the crimes of those persons who regard 
the gods with hhaUi, or implicit faith, are not regarded 
by those gods as crimes. Can this teaching be expected to 
deter the people who read those Puranas from crime, or tend 
to their moral improvement ? Certainly not. Instead of be¬ 
coming more virtuous, the more they read they will neces¬ 
sarily become the more licentious and deceitful. 

The Bible, or sacred book of the Christians, teaches most 
distinctly that the bhukti, or piety, of persons who are im¬ 
moral is not regarded by God as piety at all, that with- 
out holiness of heart no man shall see God or heaven, that 
the happiness of heaven will be bestowed upon the virtuous 
alone, and that the wicked, to whatever sect or religion they 
may belong, shall be driven into hell. No such teaching as 
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this is contaiued in the Puruuas, and it is in consequence 
of the absence of this teaching, that people in this country 
who lead wicked lives are so destitute of fear. Virtue can¬ 
not be expected to floui’ish amongst a people who do not 
regard it as a certainty that a Judge, who sees and knows 
all things, will call them to account for their conduct. 

It is true indeed that there are many verses in the Kural, 
Naladiyar and other ethical works in the Tamil language which 
illustrate the way of virtue, but those works are not regarded 
as religious works by Hindus. They teach not the philosophy 
of the Vedas, or the way to obtain moksha, or final deliver¬ 
ance, but only the moral duties which are proper to this life. 
Hence persons who are desux)us of obtaining heaven, 
or final deliverance, are accustomed to abandon both the 
Puranas and the Kural and apply themselves to the study 
of treatises on Nana or “ spiritual wisdom,” but those 
books also are found to afford no satisfaction to per¬ 
sons who have a longing after righteousness. Those books 
of “ wisdom” throw scorn upon “ the three things” treated 
of in the Kural, “ Virtue, wealth, and pleasure,” and teach 
that “ it is in the renunciation of all these three that 
Heavenly bliss consists.” (Avveyax.) Thus they plainly 
teach that in order to obtain heavenly bliss it is necessary 
to renounce virtm! To teach people to renounce virtue 
is surely a great sin. In the Nanavusishtam, the Kaivalya- 
nava-niti and other Vedantist books in Tamil, we do not 
find a single word which enforces the duty of living vir¬ 
tuously. They assert on the contrary that both sin and 
virtue are delusions, which proceed from spiritual ignorance 
alone. Wherever sueh madness as this is accepted as 
“ wisdom,” the persuasion that it is a duty to he virtuous 
must certainly perish down to the roots. 
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Thus no moral teaching whatever is contained either in 
the Puranas or in the VSdantist treatises. Tlie Puranas, 
by their praise of sinful gods, openly incite people to sin; 
and though the Vedantist books do not go so far as this, 
yet inasmuch as they teach that good morals and virtu¬ 
ous dispositions are unnecessaiy to those who are “ truly wise” ; 
that what are called “ both works,” tliat is, both good works 
and evil works, are obstacles to heavenly bliss, that one’s 
soul or “self” is God; and that the world does not re¬ 
ally exist, but is only like a picture painted on one’s own 
mind, those treatises have a worse effect than even the Pura¬ 
nas themselves in hardening men’s hearts and in discour¬ 
aging virtue. 

I now ask you to compare Christianity and the religions 
of India with respect to this point. There are some peo¬ 
ple who say that all religions are one and the same. But 
can a religion which teaches morality be one and the same 
with a religion which despises morality ! 

3. The worship celebrated hi Christian churches tends also 
to promote virtue and (joodness. 

On Sundays aud other days, when the members of the 
Christian congregation are assembled in church, the guru, 
or minister, reads for theii instruction the lessons of vir¬ 
tue which are contained in the Bible, and urges the people 
in a sermon to love God with all their minds and their 
neighbours as themselves, and to depart from evil and do 
good. Moreover, he and they together confess their faults 
to God, and beseech the merciful King: of Heaven to for- 
give their offences and to give them grace to keep His 
just laws in future. They also beseech the Lord to grant 
that kings and their subjects and all the inhabitants of the 


















9 


world may learn true wisdom and become distinguished for 
virtue, holiness, and love. This is the “ reasonable service” 
which is performed by Christians to the tiaie God, and it 
is certain that this mode of worship must be productive of 
% many benefits. 

**’: Does the worship performed by Hindus at all resemble 

this? Far from it. They neither ask God to forgive their 
I •A offences and make them virtuous, nor do they pray to Him 

f to bless their neighbours. The “ divine worship” which 

»W they perform on their festival nights, consists merely in 

hi drumming and shouting, in flags and guns and fire works, 

ii» in the dragging of the idol car by tumultuous noisy crowds 

in singing and dancing, in the incantations and sleight of 
. hand tricks of the priests, and in all sorts of shows, noises, 

^ and riots. On the occasions when this worship is being 

performed no one ever gives the people who are assembled 
^ any exhortation for the good of their souls, nor is any 

* means then put in operation for the promotion of virtue, 

and hence this so called worship promotes immorality in- 
stead of good morals. 

The interior arrangements of Hindu temples are also far 
[ i from being conducive to virtue. Is it virtue or vice that 

jfi is promoted by the dancing girls who serv^e in the tem- 

pies? Are those women teachers of good or of bad morals? 
^ Many respectable persons amongst yourselves admit that 

^ those immoral women are of no public advantage w'hatever, 

j ^ but on the contrary are the ruin of the young men of the 

^ place, anl that it is a disgrace to the god himself, instead 

ff of being an honor to him, that such women should be 

^ called dcva-dasis, or “ handmaids of god,” and be allowed 

j to strut about in lus temple. Such a shameless custom 

j as this is not known in any other country or region in 
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the world, and if vou tell foreigners that such a custom 
prevails in this country tliey will hardly believe it. This 
one illustration would therefore be sufficient to prove that 
the Hindu religion is not conducive to morality. Should 
not all who have a regard for morality reflect upon this, 
and embrace that true rebgion which promotes virtue? 

4. Christians receive much aid and encouragement in vir^ 
tue from the example of the Divine Guru, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The gods of this country having been guilty of many 
immoralities, Hindus are left destitute of the help which good 
example aflfords. The Puranas themselves relate that Brahma 
told lies; that Siva smoked bang, cheated at dice and se¬ 
duced the wives of the Bishis; that Krishna was a thief 
and a vagabond; that Subrahmanya assumed various dis¬ 
guises to cany olF a concubine; that Yinayaka was a glut¬ 
ton ; that Kali and the other female deities were revenge¬ 
ful; and that these and all the rest of the divinities were 
licentious in the extreme. I have often wondered that 
when the poets of this country were concocting stories 
concerning the gods, they contented themselves with in¬ 
venting gods of bad character, and that it did not strike 
any of them to invent at least some one virtuous, bene¬ 
volent divinity. Were it only for the novelty of the 
thing and for the sake of teaching virtue, could they not 
have composed some story about a virtuously disposed 
god ? The winters of the Puranas, however, had not saga¬ 
city enough for that, nor were they anxious that people 
who read their works should learn good morals. Somehow 
or another, from Hcvendra, the first being who was wor¬ 
shipped as a god by the Hindus in Northern India, to 
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Muttukutti, the palmjTa climber in Travancore, who pre¬ 
tended to have been raised to divine honours a little more 
than twenty years ago, all the divinities worsliipped in this 
country are represented to have been licentious and de¬ 
ceitful. 

Some persons speak of a certain “ Supreme Brahma,” 
in addition to the divinities referred to above; but even 
they admit, that tliis “ Supreme Brahma,” instead of being 
distinguished for all good qualities, is destitute of justice, 
mercy, and other qualities that ought to be possessed by 
the ruler of the world. Wherever you look, you see no 
temple erected to his honour, nor is any kind of worship 
offered to him anywhere. It is therefore impossible that 
men should receive any aid from him towards living vir¬ 
tuously. 

The gods commonly worshipped by the people being im¬ 
moral, it naturally happened that the rishis were also im¬ 
moral. According to the Puranas and epics there was not 
a single risJd who was not passionate. They knew hpw to 
curse and to seduce, but neither how to use kind speech 
nor how to instruct meekly. 

In the southern districts of tliis country the ignorant 
people worship devils also as gods. Of course, they Jiave 
not on their list any virtuous devils. Good natured devils 
and gentle tigers are equally unknown. The reason why 
the writers of the Puranas invented such deities, sages, and 
devils is simply this, that they fancied that the morals of 
their gods must resemble their own. They were not aware 
that there were any people in the wqrld whose morality 
was higher than theirs, or that the God who made them 
must be a Being of spotless holiness. Moreover, after those 




divinities had been invented, many people began to follow 
their example, and thus became worse than before. 

“ It is an evil thing to look upon the evil,” 

“ To listen to the unholy words of the evU is also evil,” 

“ It is evil even to talk about the evil 
“ To be intimate with them is evil indeed.” {Mddurei.) 

In accordance with this verse, the people of this country 
have sunk into immorality through worshipping immoral gods. 
According to the Shastras themselves, it was when those gods 
were invented that the Kaliyuga, or “iron age,” commenced. 

On the other haTid, when the true God condescended to 
take a human avatdra and appeared in the world as a 
spiritual teacher under the name of Jesus Christ, He shone 
forth in the possession of every divine excellence. Though 
no one could see the invisible God, yet those who saw the 
justice, patience, mercy, and wisdom of Christ, saw therein 
“ God’s sacred face,” that is, the justice, patience, mercy, 
and wisdom of God. When He became a man He left 

not the abodes of men, nor lived a hermit’s life in the 

jungle, but mingled with other men, and went about from 
village to village doing good. He consented also to be 
persecuted by wicked men. He died and rose again to atone 
for sin; and having set before all men an example and 

pattern of the way in which they should walk. He as¬ 
cended again to the heavenly world. In order that all men 
might know how he spoke and how he acted on every 
occasion, four of his disciples, called Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, at different times and in different places, wrote 
four histories of his life, which histories are called “ the 

four Gospels.” If you will only read those Gospels at¬ 
tentively, you yourselves will admit, that there never has 
been so illustriou® an example of virtue exhibited in the world 
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iti as the example of Christ. The Christian religion teaches 
that all persons are bound to .learn the history of Christ, 
and to follow His example ; ivherefore, it cannot be doubted 
' that that religion must effect much good. It is true that 

many Christians do not imitate the example of Christ, and 

1 are not worthy of the Christian name. It is to be re¬ 
nt membered, however, that those only are true Christians who 

desire and endeavour to imitate Christ. 

If true Christians are at any time tempted to be proud, 
“ when they remember Christ’s humility they are ashamed 
of their pride; if at any time they are tempted to be 
1„ sensual, when they remember in like manner His purity, 

they are ashamed of their sensuality; if at any time they 
are tempted to unreasonable anger, ivhen they remember 
grt His meekness they are ashamed of their anger ; if at any tune 
they are tempted to render evil for evil or railing for railing, 
when they remember how mercifully He forgave His murder- 
) ers, they are ashamed of their wish to' retaliate. If at any time 
. ii they are tempted to be covetous, when they remember His 

generosity in giving His very life to save men, they are 
ashamed of their covetousness. Persons who reflect in this 
manner on the virtuous example of Christ and endeavour 
to walk in accordance therewith, will naturally flee fiom 
It evU and do good. Wherefore it is certain that His divine 

^0 example is a most important means of promoting virtue. 

10 . Though the people of this country maintain that it is 
1 ^ 1 ^ not wrong to follow the example of their gods, vet they 
0 never go so far as to say that the imitation of the ex- 

d ample of those gods is the duty of all men, or that to 

act as the gods acted is the way to heaven. If a Vaimgi, 
A or religious fanatic, should lose his senses entirely, and 
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thinking it his duty to imitate his gods, should like them 
venture to wander about naked, corrupting the women in 
every village, the authorities that now bear rule in the 

country would seize him and lock him up in jail, instead of 
budding a temple to his honour. There are no people in 
India whose conduct is in all respects so bad as that of the 
Hindu gods. The Hindus themselves are better than their re¬ 
ligion. On the other hand, people who are as virtuous as Christ 
was, have never been seen in any country or in any age. 
This being the case, dear friends, should you not abandon 
a religion which is destitute of examples of virtue, and 
resolve to become imitators of Christ? The way of holi¬ 
ness trodden by Him is the way to heaven. To follow 

Him is to be truly “wise.” 

Of all means of promoting righteousness and goodness 
the principal is the grace of God. It is through that 
grace alone, that men learn to desire to become truthful, 
just, and merciful; and whensoever they endeavour to be 

just, and true, and merciful, their Father in heaven has 
compassion upon their weakness, and grants them His own 
help. He graciously bestows upon them the inspiration of 
His Holy Spirit to raise them up when they fall, to rouse 
and strengthen them when they faint, and to remove their 
impurities and make them holy. But how that inspiration 
is bestowed upon them, how it produces pure thoughts 
and good'desires in their hearts, and how their hearts are 
thereby made holy and are tilled with joy—these things 
aie understood by true Christians, God’s true children, 
alone. 4 or this reason I do not now fully enter upon 

this subject. Ihose considerations only are set forth in this 
little book which all classes of persons can easily comprehend. 




















It has been shown above that Christianity is better fit¬ 
ted for the promotion of virtue than the religions of India. 
In accordance therewith it will be found, on a comparison 
of the morals of Christians with the morals of Hindus, 
that justice, mercy, and other virtues are most prevalent 
amongst Christians. It will be useless to compare single 
individuals belonging to one religion with single individuals 
belonging to another religion. In order to come to a just 
conclusion it will be necessary to compare entire nations 

that profess one religion with entire nations that profess 
the other. 

Ill proceeding to inquire whether there is most morality 
amongst Christians or amongst Hindus, it woiUd not be 
right to set forth as examples of Christianity those of the 
natives of this countrj' who have become Christians. Many 
of the Christians of this country have been born and brought 
up as heathens and are mingled together with heathens, 

and hence some of the moral evils of heathenism still cleave 
to them. The Bible also says that “ the Gospel is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one tha^ believeth,” and ac¬ 
cordingly it cannot be expected that that power should be 
apparent in those who believe not. Now some of the Chris¬ 
tians of this country cannot be said to be believers in 

Christianity at all, but have joined the Christian church 
merely for “ Master’s favour.” The faults of such persons 
should therefore be reekoued to the account of heathenism, 
not to the account of Christianity. 

The races whose character for morality may fairly be 

compared are the white men, who have been Christians for 
more than a thousand years, and the Hindus, who have 
been worshippers of Siva and Yishnu, or worshippers of devils, 











16 


for more than two thousand years. The readers of tliis 
little book have not visited Europe, it is probable also that 
many of them are not well acquainted with European af¬ 
fairs. I shall not, therefore, say anything here about the 
character of the Christians who live in Europe. Ion all 
know somethin*! of the white men who have come into this 
country and who live amongst you. Weigh their eonduct 
and character, and judge for yourselves whether they, as a 
body, or the followers of the Hindu gods, as a body, are the 
more virtuous ? There are doubtless Hindus who live well- 
ordered lives, and white men who live disorderly; but for 
the purposes of this comparison all the white men are to 
be thrown together into one account and all Hindus into 
another, and both are to be compared collectively. 

If you inquire amongst the people in any Hindu village, 
you will find that every ryot, without exception, complains 
of the injustice of the other ryots, or of the native Go¬ 
vernment officials. Every person you speak to teUs you that 
he has suffered a great deal of injustice, and that he is 
oppressed with anxiety on account of his wrongs. Header! 
liave not you also got many enemies ? and are you not 
full of complaints about the wrongs that have been done 
to you ? This is but a specimen of the miserable condi¬ 
tion of this country. The country is full of heathenism, 
and, therefore, full of injustice. 

In former times the worshippers of Siva and Vishnu and 
the followers of Mahommed had supreme authority and rule 
in this country, but in those times the wrongs of the 
common people were not redressed. The rulers of that pe¬ 
riod paid no regard to any laws or regidations, but made 
their own will their law, and oppressed the poor and plun- 
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I tiered the rich, as the old people amongst you and those 

I who have heard of the events of former times very well 

know. It was by the white men from Europe that that 
tyranny was brought to an end. You yourselves know that the 
ij white men do not pervert justice to suit their own ends, that 

I they do not care to what caste or class an injured person be- 

^ longs, but administer justice to all according to just and equal 

II laws, and that they keep the peace of the country with a power- 

i| ful hand. Hence, the people every where wish that their com- 

plaints may be inquired into, not by persons of their own caste 
I and their own religion, but by “ the gentlemen” themselves. 

This is the chief wish of all persons who have been wrong- 
I ed. 

“ Call not those your relations who were born wdth you 
“ The disease that was born with you will destroy you.” 

[|i'{ “ The medicine that was not born with you,” 

^ “ But wliich comes from the far-off hills, will cure that disease 

“And there are those who resemble that medicine.” (MAdurei.) 

I There are now some native officials wlio administer 

justice impartially and Avithout receiving bribes, and it is our 
^ hope that the number of such persons will increase. Eut 

^ how did those persons acquire this new idea of doing ira- 

^ partial justice ? Simply from the circumstance that they 

^ were educated by Christian gentlemen, were placed in em- 

^ ployment under Christian gentlemen, and Avere intimate Avith 

them, and that they had acquired and have kept up some 
acquaintance with Christian books. In those parts of the country 
^, Avhere Christian gentlemen are unknown, the native officials 

^ still call day-light darkness as of old, and receive bribes 

f Avith both hands. 

Whilst the Avhite men administer justice impartially and 
are a terror to criminals, they are not forgetful of mercy. 
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Before tlieir arrival in this country the Iltijputs were accus¬ 
tomed to murder their female infants; when w'ealthy men 
died, their widows were accustomed to ascend the funeral 
pile and burn themselves to deatli ; the hill people in Orissa 
were accustomed to steal the children of their neighbours, 
fatten them, and offer them up in sacrifice ; a class of rob¬ 
bers, called Thugs, were accustomed to murder many people 
every year in a secret manner as offerings to please the 
goddess Bliavam; but as soon as the English gentlemen 
got thoroughly aware that these and similar cruel practices 
were carried on in various places, they showed mercy to 
the people of the land, and strenuously put down each of 
these cruelties. Besides this, they gave liberty to all slaves, 
erected hospitals for the sick poor in eveiy Zillah, and 
introduced the custom of giving pensions to persons who 
had grown old in seiwice. 

The Avhite men are not forgetful of mercy and honor 
even in time of war. For example, you are aware that 
in 1857 the sepoys of Northern India (Brahmans, Eaj- 
puts, and Mahomedans) became traitors to their salt, 
rose in rebellion against the Government, and murdered in 
cold blood many ladies and children: yet when the white 
men got the upper hand again, they did not do any in¬ 
jury, even by way of retaliation, to the women and children 
of the rebels, but contented themselves with punishing those 
who had committed murder, anil proclaimed forgiveness to 
all wdio had been guilty of inferior crimes. This is an illus¬ 
tration of the mercy which they had learnt from Christianity. 

^Moreover, if any white men Avho have come to live in 
foreign countries should forget justice and oppress the in¬ 
habitants of those countries, as soon as the wrongs wliich 
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** • they have coinailtted come to light, however poor the op- 

** pressed people may be, and how much soever they 

be looked down upon, all the rest of the white men become 
extremely displeased, and cause a strict incjuiry to be made 
into the conduct of the oppressors. Even in this country, 
si as a general rule, the white men are the only protectors 

of those who are oppressed by their rieh fellow-countrymen. 

It is unnecessary to compare the Hindus with the white 

* men as regards truthfulness. Even children know that this 
^ country has been ruined by lying, and that the w'hite gentle- 

men do not tell lies. Have you ever inquired how it is that 
the people of this country are so given to lying ? It can- 
^ not surely be said that it is owing to tlie heat of the 

sun ; neither can it be said that it is owing to the dark- 
^ ness of the people’s complexions, for lying has its seat not 
in the skin, but in the mind. The reason why the practice 
g has so increased is this, tlie people have given themselves 

lit to the worship of gods that are not, and thus they have 

li^ learned to say the things that are not. 

^ ‘ ‘ They who call the crow white, what will they not say ?” (Nitineri.) 

The white men on the other hand, being worshippers 
of the true God and having read and heard about the 

* excellent example of Christ from their youth up, at home, 

*• in school, and in church, are incited to imitate that 

t good example. It is certain that the good instruction 

I which they receive produces many good results ; and there- 

t fore, though there are unworthy persons amongst them, yet, 

I. as was said before, when we throw them all together into 

one scale and all the followers of the Hindu religions into 

* another, and then proceed to compare them, it is found 
that the religion of the white men is most conducive to 
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good morals, and, therefore, that it is the true and divine 
religion. 

Thus, every one must • admit that the Christian way is 
the way of virtue. 

We have now seen that Christians are helped to behave vir¬ 
tuously by the work and labours of Christian ministers, by the 
instructions contained in the Bible, by Christian worship, and 
by the example of Christ, the Divine Guru, and on the 
other hand that Hindus are destitute of these helps to virtue. 
It has also been seen, on a comparison of Christians and 
Hindus, that the former greatly excel the latter in morality. 

Some of my readers may perhaps make the following ob¬ 
jection : “ There are many Christians who live immoral lives, 
and there are immoral people even amongst the white men ; 
there are bad people in every religion, and therefore there 
is no difference between Christianity and HindCiism.” 

Answer. It does not follow that there is no difference 
between Christianity and Hindriism, because there are bad 
people amongst Christians. Christians are most strictly 
commanded by their religion to live virtuous lives, and, 
therefore, if a Christian })ractise3 vice, it is his own fault, 
not the fault of Christianity. Christians who live bad lives 
are traitors to their religion, and tnie Christians disclaim 
such persons as not being Christians at all. Hinduism, on 
the other hand, enjoins the worship of immoral gods, and, 
therefore, most Hindus seem scarcely to believe that it is 
their duty to be virtuous. If any of them acts unjustly 
and lives an immoral life, he only acts in accordance with 
the conduct of his gods, not in opposition thereto, and he 
is never disclaimed by his own people on account of his 
conduct as not being a true Hindu. 
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Another objection is also sometimes made. It is said, 
“ Cliristianity is certainly a veiy good religion, and if we 
could act up to it, we wo\dd certainly embrace it; but 
since we cannot act in accordance with it, Avhat difference 
does it make whether we become Christians or remain hea¬ 
thens?” Answer. Though it is true that it is not m 
men’s power to act up to the spotless holiness enjoined by 
Christianity, yet it is a great error to say that for this 
reason it is unnecessary to embrace that religion, \^hatever 
proves that Christianity is not from men but from Him 
who is above men, proves that it is necessary for men to 
embrace it. It is certain that the virtue required by Clms- 
tianity far transcends both the natural dispositions of sin¬ 
ful men and the conduct of Christians. As high as heaven 
is above the earth, so high is the moral teaching of Christ, 
the heavenly Guru, and the divine holiness w'hich appeared 
in His example, above the conduct of eartldy men. Seeing 
that all men are sinful by nature, they could never have 
either the power or the inclination to invent a religion 
which should make them uncomfortable by its holiness. If 
a holy religion exists any where, it must have come from 

God, not from men. If it were possible for men to obey 

all Christian duties naturally and easily, it w'ould be certain 
that Christianity was not from God. It is evident that Hin¬ 
duism is from men because it is so easy to do as it re¬ 

quires, and it is equally evident that Christianity is from 
a superior to men, because it is so difficult to do as it 

requires. The beauty of holiness, by which Christianity is 
distinguished, is not, therefore, a reasonable objection to em¬ 
bracing it. Besides, 

“ Lie not, in opposition to the dictates of your own conscience 

“ If you lie, your own conscience will burn you.” {Rural.) 












In accordance with this verse in the Rural, there is a 
judge, called conscience, in every man’s own mind, which 
iufjuiies into offences and passes sentence upon offenders. 
Your conscience reproves you when you have done any 
thing that is wrong, and exhorts you to do the good ac¬ 
tions that you were leaving undone. However virtuous men 
may be, tlieir conscience is always much purer and better 
than their conduct. We never see any one whose conduct 
is perfectly in accordance with the law of his own con¬ 
science. Notwithstanding this, people never say that they 
do not require a conscience, or that there is no use in 
their knowing good from evil. On the contrary, all persons 
of reflection wiU say, “ with a conscience we are men, with¬ 
out it we are beasts. Leave us our consciences, and w'c 
will endeavour to obey their dictates better in future.” Just 
so, when Christianity teaches a high morality and a pure 
character, and illustrates that morality and that character 
by the history of Christ, you ought not to say that it is 
beyond your power to act up to so excellent a religion, 
and, therefore, that it is not your duty to embrace it; but 
on the contrary, you should accept it with joy, because it 
is approved of by your consciences, and because it is of 
so divine a nature, and should use all your endeavours, 
through the help of God’s grace, to keep its precepts. 

Though it is true that no one acts perfectly in accor¬ 
dance w'ith the Christian religion or with the example of 
Christ, yet that religion and that example are sources of 
much benefit. If one takes a bow and aims at the sun 
in the heavens, though the arrow he shoots will not hit 
the sun, yet it will mount upwards into the sky. Not so 
with the arrow that is aimed at the ground,—it mounts 
not upwards. Even so, though Christian perfection and ex- 
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h act conformity to the blessed example of Christ are beyond 

iii the reach of menf yet it is a great benefit to men to have 

^ such a rule of life and to endeavour to act in accordance 

0 therewith. The very effort to reach such excellence pro- 

!> motes virtue, strengthens good dispositions, and conduces to 
fe the practice of all good works. 

* Besides, when men command any thing to be done, they 
give the command merely, not also strength to obey the 

* command; but God is so full of grace, that when He 

* issues a command lie bestows also the grace that is 
required for fulfilling His command. To all who ask Him 

" for strength to enable them to act up to the Christian 

* religion. He will give that strength. He has graciouslv 

* said, “ Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find, 

^ I knock and it shall be opened unto youand thus has 

F encouraged men to pray for His grace and promised to 

® grant it to them. 

** Dear friends! Is it not your duty to . leave the way of 

^ sin and to come into the good way, the way of virtue ? 

■ Be not deceived. Leave the road that leads to destruction 

ll ^ * 

^ and enter into the narrow way that lead to heaven. 

Your own conscience testifies to you that Christianity is the 
true divine religion. Why then do you not embrace it ? Some are 
hindered from embracing it by their reluctance to abandon 
f the vices that it condemns, others by their disinclination 

for the righteousness which it enjoins. Many are hindered by 
pride of caste or by the fear of the world. Instead of 

* giving way, however, to these obstacles, you should resolve, 

i* putting your trust in the help of God, to overcome them. It 

I will be to your own advantage if you listen to the good 

< advice which is given you by Christian missionaries. They 
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wish to give you milk aiul honey, not poison. They point 
out to you the way to become holy in this \torl(l and happy in 
the next. Can they do you any greater kindness than this ? 
Join yourselves, therefore, to the churches wliich are under their 
care, make the Bible your study, fix your faith on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the true Teacher and the remover of sin, imi¬ 
tate the example of his righteousness and virtue, and thus 
vou will obtain bliss. 


SECOND WAY-MABK. 

’ THE TEUE WAY THE WAY OF PROSPEKITY EVEN 

IN THIS LIFE. ■ 

Seeing that men have bodies as well as souls, and that 
both alike have been created by God, if there is a divine 
religion which it is the duty of all men to embrace, that 
religion will iiot only confer those spiritual benefits which men 
require, but it will also tend to promote many temporal 
benefits, hlay we not be certain by this mark whether the 
various religions which are professed in this country are 
true and divine, or whether they are superstitions invented by 
men ? If a religion is of no advantage in the affairs of the 
world which men see, can it be expected that it should 
confer eternal heavenly bliss in the world which men have 
not seen? Examined by this test, Christianity is the only 
relio-ion known in this country which will be found to be 
true. 

The Bible says that “ Godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having the promise of the life that note is, and also of that 
which is to come and accordingly the Christian religiou 
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not only makes men holy and reveals to them the way to 
obtain heaven, but it also instructs Christians, the heirs of 
heaven, how they may obtain true prosperity even in this 
life. 

Education, civilisation, and material wealth being the most 
important of worldly blessings, the enjoyment of these bless¬ 
ings may be said to constitute temporal prosperity. We 
have now to inquire which religion best tends to promote 
these blessings. 

1. Education. 

Wherever the Christian religion is established, there schools 
and colleges are established also, and education and intelli¬ 
gence make progress. No other religion cares about the 
promotion of education. 

In those villages in this country in which Christianity 
is unknown, few of the people are able even to read. 

“ Those are not the only trees which grow in the forest,” 

“ With forked stems and many branches 

“ The man who, in the assembly of the peojde,” 

“When a document is put into his hands is unable to read or 
explain it,” 

“ He also is a tree.” (M&durd.) 

According to this verse, you may easily reckon how many 
men and how many “ trees” each village around you con¬ 
tains. 

Besides this, the pupils in Government schools and in 
Missionary schools, acquire some knowledge of sciences, but 
no sciences of any kind are taught in any native village 
school. The pupils learn merely to read in a stammer¬ 
ing fashion, and to repeat from memory a few little poems 

of which they do not know the meaning. They learn nei- 

3 









ther geography nor history, neither the grammar of their 
own tongue nor its literature. This is the condition of the 
ryots; and as for the poor slaves who do the farm-work, 
they are in a worse condition still. They have no desire 
to learn, and if they attempted to learn any thing, their 
masters would beat them. 

Before Christianity made its appearance in this country 
no means whatever were in use for the promotion of educa¬ 
tion. No free school was then any where to be seen. Cha¬ 
rities existed for supplying people with food, but as education 
was not then considered to be necessary for every person, the 
establishment of schools was not regarded as a charity. Now, 
however, wherever you go you see schools that have been 
established by the missionaries, or schools that have been es¬ 
tablished by the Government. There are schools also here 
and there that have been established by native gentlemen, 
through the influence or example of Englishmen. 

Christianity is the only religion in the world which values 
knowledge and endeavours to diffuse it. As the rising of 
the sun dispels darkness, rouses man and beast to action, 
and diffuses every where light and cheerful sounds, so the 
rising of the true religion dispels ignorance, rouses the 
intellects of men, diffuses a spirit of inquiiy, and fills the 
world mth sciences and wonders. 

“ The fear of the Lord,” says tlie Bible, “ is the be- 

I 

ginning of wisdom”; and accordingly Christianity not only 
teaches men piety, but also instructs them in all useful 
knowledge, and makes the simple wise. What has happen¬ 
ed in the Zillah of Tinnevelly is an illustration of this. 
Sometime ago aU the people called Shanars in that Zillah 
were heathens, and they were then an uneducated people. 
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T\Tien Christianity was introduced into that province, whilst 
the people of other castes neglected to receive it, it was 
embraced by many of the Shanars, and on their embracing 
Christianity, education made progress amongst them, and 
through their education they obtained many benefits and 
rose to a higher position in society. If you now inquire 
in many Christian Shanar villages, it will be difficult to 
find either a man or a woman under thirty years of age 
who is unable to read. Many of them have become cate¬ 
chists and schoolmasters. There are also schoolmistresses 
amongst them for the instruction of girls. Some of the cate¬ 
chists also have made progress in knowledge and character, 
and have been ordained gurus, or ministers. Wlien they 
look at all these things the inhabitants of the Zillah ot 
Tinnevelly cannot but see how greatly Christianity promotes 
education ; and seeing that Shanars have made such pro¬ 
gress through the Christian education which they have 
received, it cannot be doubted that if other classes of 
people also would, in like manner, embrace Christianity they 
too would grow in intelligence, and make progress in the 
world. Weigh well now this point. Which is of most 
advantage to mankind—a religion wliich despises education, 
or a religion which prizes and promotes education? 

There is an irreconcileable enmity between the religions 
of this country and intelligence. It is difficult for persons 
to acquire sense who worship senseless stones, and if they 
do acquire sense any how, they will of course renounce 
those stone gods. As a lamp is the enemy of darkness, 
so education is the enemy of heathenism. Whoever they 
are that sincerely embrace the Christian religion, they neces¬ 
sarily learn to read, to reflect, to inquire, and to compare. 
Through their daily reading the excellent instmetions con- 
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tained in t!ie Bible, through their study of tlie divine 
government ns manifest in the world, through their asking 
counsel of Goil with reference to each of the events of 
life, through their examination of their own hearts, and 
through their practice of comparing all tenets and teachings 
and holding fast that which is good, they necessarily be¬ 
come thoughtful and wise. 

Since Christianity is the true religion, Christians love all 
true knowledge, and since it has also come from God, 
they love to inquire into the works of creation, which 
illustrate God’s power, and into the histories of various 
nations, which illustrate His providential rule. 

The writers of the Puranas were ignorant of geography 
and even of the very names of the oceans ; and yet they talked, 
like men in their sleep, of oceans of milk, and oceans of curds, 
and oceans of ghee, and taught similar absurdities about 
the various continents and islands. It did not strike any 
of them that it would be well to go and see whether 
those things were really so. The Vedantic sages, again, 
taught that the world did not really exist, but was only 
an illusion, and that as it Avas only an illusion it was 
not worth inquiring into, and in this way they professed 
to despise the world and to thrust it away from their 
thoughts. Thus both these systems (the popular and the 
Vedantic) discourage inquiry, and prevent people from grow¬ 
ing in knowledge and intelligence. 

Christian white men, on the other hand, instead of scorn¬ 
ing the world as a vain illusion, regard it as a real and 
beautiful world, and as the creation of the Supreme God; 
and, therefore, according to that verse in the Rural, “ Know¬ 
ledge is the perception of things as they are,” they in- 
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quire into the qualities and affinities of every thing that 
is in the world, and admire their beauty, and endeavour 
to discover their uses, and this they regard both as pleas¬ 
ing to God and as honorable to themselves; and hence 
they have discovered innumerable arts and wonders, and 
have gone and examined every town, hill, sea, and island 
to be iound in the world, and have measured the depths 
of the ocean, the heights of mountains, the distance of the 
stars, and the rapidity of light, and have invented ships 
that sail against the wind without sails, . and carriages that 
fly along Avithout oxen or horses, and electric wires that 
convey news in the twinkling of an eye to people a thou¬ 
sand miles off, and many other arts and contrivances of 
which those who have not learnt English do not know 
even the names. 

I 

Moreover, though the population of India from the Hi¬ 
malayas to Cape Comorin, amounts to nearly 20 crorcs 
(200,000,000), and though the white men in India number 
only about one lakh (100,000) yet that one lakh of per¬ 
sons, through the grace of the Lord of all worlds, and by 
the strength of their intelligence, rule over those twenty 
crores ! Does not this Avonderful circumstance clearly prove 
that wisdom is strength and that Avistlom is victory ? 

Dear friends ! you must not suppose that I mention these 
things to irritate you or to put you to shame. I remind 
you of these things as your friend in the hope of stirring 
you up to seek after true knowledge and to long after 
wisdom and virtue. The people of India have plenty of natural 
intelligence, but their natural intelligence is darkened and pre¬ 
vented from manifesting itself by their religion. Compare for 
yourselves the activity of mind produced by Christianity and the 
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liigli position in the world v^hich is the result of that mental ac¬ 
tivity, with the mental indolence produced by the religions ot 
India, and the low position in the world which that mental 
indolence has produced.* The ditlcreuce between Christians 
and Hindus, in so far as this point is concerned, cannot 
be tlie result of chance. It is owing mainly to the dif¬ 
ference between their religions. The teachers of Christianity 
are accustomed to urge their people to reflect, to inquire* 
and to compare, with reference to every thing that comes 
before them, and thus they hold up a light to those that 
were in darkness ; whereas, the teachers of Hinduism assert it 
to be the duty of all men to think and to act exactly 
as their forefathers did, without inquiring whether they were 
right or wrong, and thus they have put men’s intellect in 
fetters and imprisoned it in darkness. 

2. Civilisation .—Civilisation also is greatly promoted by 
Christianity. Wherever Christianity is established, there 
personal cleanliness and the cleanliness of towns, courtesy 
and decency, and all the refined customs of civilised life 
will be found to prevail. 

Though Christians have rejected the heathen notion that 
the touch of such and such castes conveys pollution, yet 
knowing that the body is the temple of God, they arc 
very careful about bodily cleanliness, and also about courtesy 
and the decencies pertaining to the married state. 

There are many customs prevalent in this countrj* Avhich 
are opposed to domestic propriety, such as polygamy, or 
one man marrying many w'ives ; polyaiulry, or one woman 
having many husbands, (a custom v/hich prevails among 
certain castes) ; the marriage of mere infants; and the 
prohibition of the re-marriage of widows, which causes many 
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widows to fall into sin. Tliere are castes also in^ which 
marriage, properly so called, is unknown, and as in con¬ 
sequence of this no man knows who his own ^ children are, 
property in those castes descends not to a man’s own sons, 
but to his sister’s sons; but none of these shameful cus¬ 
toms is to be found amongst white men. 

Even with respect to the outward arrangements and good 
order of their places of abode, it cannot be doubted that 
they are more civilised than Hindus. If you wish to know 
whether this is true, you have only to visit any place 
where white men live. When your business takes you at 
any time to any such town, compare for yourselves the 
.ood order which you see there, with the disorder of Hindu 
villages. Ho vou ever see the street or avenue in which the 
white men live so crooked and narrow that two carts cannot 
pass one another in it ? Ho you ever see heaps of ashes 
and dung before their doors ? Ho you ever see their cows 
lodged inside their houses ? Ho you ever see them bathing 
in green, bad-smelling tanks and then carrying the water 
of those very tanks home with them for household use . 
You will see no such uncivUised practices as these amongst 
people who have made progress in Christianity. 

The natives of this country who have embraced Christianity 
being but new Christians, they have not yet thorouglily learnt 
tlie dvilisation which prevails amongst the white men, who 
have been Christians for a long space of time. Nevertheless, 
if they are compared with their own relations and peop e 
of their own rank in life who are still heathens, they w 
be found to have risen above them. 

Have you ever visited any of the Mission villages in which 
Christianity has been established in this country, and observed 
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attentively what is done in those places ? If you will but come 
to one of those stations on a Sunday and look around you, and 
take notice of the orderly manner in which the people have built 
their houses ; the straightness of the streets ; the attendance 
of the children in school ; the people ceasing from their work 
on the day of rest; their going to and returning from church 
cleanly dressed and without noise or rudeness ; the order they 
observe when assembled in church, the men, the women, and 
the children sitting in separate places in rows ; their rising up, 
sitting down and kneeling, like one man, at proper times in the 
performance of divine worship ; their confessing their sins and 
praising God with one voice, their listening in silence to the 
sermon of the minister ;—when you observe ail these things, 
you will ask with surprise, are these really native people 
that behave so orderly ? 

If you have never up to this time been in a Mission village 
or seen any of these things, come some Sunday and see them 
for yourselves. If you do so, you will be able to judge 
whether or not Christianity teaches good order, and what 
progress in civilisation native Christians may be expected 
to make in process of time. 

3. Temporal prosperity .—Christianity not only promotes 
education and civilisation, but it also tends to promote the 
temporal and material prosperity of those who embrace it. 

Christians, it is true, do not always prosper in the world. 
They suffer occasionally from disease and are afflicted with trials 
like other people. They are sometimes in distress even for the ne¬ 
cessaries of life ; and tliey must at length die, like all the 
rest of mankind. But though they are afflicted like otlier 
people, they enjoy comforts which other people know nothing 
of. Their afflictions also are found to be blessings in the end. 
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The Bible says, “ Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness and all other things (all temporal 
benefits) will be added unto you and aecordingly Christians 
who have sought and obtained the favour of God enjoy, 
as a general rule, and in the main, more prosperity, honor, 
and other temporal benefits than people who follow other 
religions. 

Individual Christians, here and there, may suffer adversity, 
and individual members of other religions, here and there, 
may be in the enjoyment of prosperity; but when, instead 
of comparing individuals one by one, we compare entire 
eommunities, it will be found that no heathen nation is 
wealthy and happy, and that no Christian nation is mean 
and miserable. By this fact earth bears witness for heaven. 

That this is really the rule on which the affairs of 
the world are conducted may be seen on considering the 
wealth, honor, and power which the white men enjoy, and 
inquiring how they obtained so much prosperity. It would 
not be fair to set up the irew Christians of this country 
as a proof of the accuracy of this rule. The fixirest il¬ 
lustration is that of the white men who have been Christ¬ 
ians for an adequate space of time ; and as you have not 

visited Europe, and perhaps could not fully comprehend 

me if I spoke to you of the wealth and prosperity of the 

European nations, I will remind you of circumstances that 
you are w’ell acquainted with, and which take place before 
your eyes, in proof of this point. 

Though you may not be well acquainted with the geo¬ 
graphy and history of the world, yet you must know 

many of the events that take place in the country in 
which you have been born and brought up. Now you are 
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*vrare that in whatever Zillah you may inquire, the supreme 
authority therein will he found to be in the hands of 
Christians from Europe. How iias it happened that they arc 
in possession of such dignity, wealth, and power ? If you 
reflect a little on this point you will be able to judge for 
yourselves which religion is regarded with favour by the 
God of all worlds, and also to learn something respecting 
His thoughts and will in general. 

The state of the case is as follows. Hinduism, or the 
worship of Siva and Vishnu, prevails in this one country 
only. The people of this one country alone worship as 
gods Siva and Krishna, Hanuman, Vinayaka, Subrahmaiiya, 
and various similar gods. The very names of these divi« 
nities are unknown in every other country. If you ask 
the people of other nations whether there is a God by 
whom they have been created, they will generally answer 
that there is, seeing that His eternal power and Godhead 
are understood by the things that he has made; but if you 
ask them about Siva and Vishnu, they will reply, “We know 
nothing about them. Who or what are they ? Are they men or 
beasts ? In what country do the people worship them as 
gods ?” 

Seeing then, that Siva, Vishnu and the rest of the Hindu 
divinities are worshipped as gods by the people of this 
country alone, if they were really gods they would certainly 
be very gracious to the people of this country. They are 
always represented in the Puranas as influenced by human 
friendships and aversions, and, therefore, if they possessed 
any strength at all, they would certainly give proof of it 
by abasing the white men who do not worship them, and 
by exalting their worshippers, the people of this country. 
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They would bestow on the Hindus unbounded wisdom, fa- 
Tour and prosperity, and would probably commit to them 
the government of all the rest ot mankind. Even if the 
Hindus were not enabled to rule over tiie rest of the world, 
the favour of their gods (when zealously worshipped, as 
they ever have been,) might be expected at least to secure 
to them their own independence. It would surely never 
become necessaiy for them to submit to the government 
of people who pay no regard to Siva or Vishnu. 

How widely diiferent from this is the actual condition 
of the Hindus! It is now more than 800 years since the 
Mahommedans, who were then great haters of idol-wor¬ 
ship, entered India, and conquered the worshippers of Siva 
and Vishnu ; and from that time to the present day, though 
the Hindus have as zealously worshipped their gods as 
ever, they have never regained the position that they lost. 
When the Mahomraedan Government fell by its wickedness, 
it w'as Christians from Europe, not the Hindus, who be¬ 
came the riders of India; and now the supreme Govern¬ 
ment in every part of the country has passed into the 
hands of Christians, who assert that no god exists, and 
that no god has ever existed, but the God who made the 
world. One is compelled, therefore, to say, that Siva, Vish¬ 
nu, and the rest of the gods of the Puranas never ex¬ 
isted at all, or if they ever existed, that they must have 
perished more than 800 years ago, seeing that the govern¬ 
ment of this country, the only country in which they are 
worshipped, has been gradually passing away from their 
worshippers for more than eight hundred years. The Su¬ 
preme Master of all has thus in the sight of all men con¬ 
demned the worship of idols, and has committed Anga and 
Vanga, Gurjjara and Kalinga, Kerala and Hravida,” and 
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the rest of the “ fiftv-three lands,” and the three hundred 
castes, comprising millions upon millions of people, by 
whom those lands are inhabited, to the government and care 
of Christians, the worshippers of the Creator of the 
world. May not all reflecting persons conclude from this, that 
the true God who governs the world is “ neither Aja, nor Hari, 
nor Hara,” (that is, neither Brahma, nor Vishnu, nor Siva), 
that He is not on the side of the Hindu religion, and that he 
honours those who honour Him. Since it is evident from the 
way in which the world is governed that the gods of this 
country have neither the wish nor the power to save any one, 
it is evidently the desire of the true God who created the world, 
that people should abandon the worship of those unreal gods. 

In every other country you will find on inquiry that the case 
is precisely the same. Wherever the inhabitants of any country 
are found to have abandoned the true God or rejected the true 
religion, it will be found that, through the injustice of the 
nders of that country, its government has passed, or is passing 
from the inhabitants to foreigners. Supreme authority has, in 
most instances, come into the hands of the white men. The 
white men being Christians do not desire to seize possession of 
any foreign countries without just cause. If it were not for this, 
all the countries in the world would speedily become theirs. 
They have the strength that is necessary for seizing upon every 
country that is governed by heathens. The only thing they want 
is the will to do so. For instance, by what hindrance are 
the white men deterred from seizing possession of the small 
states that are found here and there in India, and which 
are surrounded by the British territories ? 'riieii' only hin- 
d -ance is, that it is a point of honour with them not to break 
their word. There is no other obstacle in their way, for 
there exists no power any where superior to theirs. 
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Moreover, it is a great benefit to the people themselves 
to be under the rule of the white men. Who is there 
that knows not how grievously most of the people who 
are not under their rule are oppressed and enslaved ? The 
rule of Christians may be compared to a fertilizing river. 
As far as the water of the river reaches, so far the cul¬ 
tivated land flourishes and is glad; and thus also as far 
as Christian Government extends, so far a straight sceptre, 
which is the ornament of kings, a prosperous peasantry, in¬ 
creasing merchandise, national peace, the liberty of the subject, 
equal laws, civilised usages, and high education are found to 
extend. 


In contrast with the honor enjoyed by Christians, it is 
nnnecessary to describe the degradation of Hindus. Through 
their following false religions and worshipping false gods, de¬ 


ceit prevails amongst them to a great degree; and because 
there is so much deceit amongst them they have to endure 
also much misery. Except they abandon deceit and false¬ 
hood and learn to be truthful, they cannot penuanently 
prosper. They have been prevented also up to this time 
from rising in position by tlieir adherence to caste dis¬ 
tinctions, by their appropriating some particular employ¬ 
ment to the people of each caste, aud regarding one em¬ 
ployment as the proper work of high caste men alone, 
aud another as the proper work of low caste men alone. When 
they abandon this system of bondage, then, and then only, they 
will learn enterprise and spirit and rise to greatness. 


Have you ever inquired how it ivas that the white men ac¬ 
quired the prosperity and honor which they enjoy ? I will 
tell you the cause. Informer times, they were idotaters, like 

the people of this country, and at that period they were ac* 

. 4 . 














quainted with no science and with none of the arts of 
life. 'I'hey were far lower and more miserable than the 
people of this country. When they were in this condition 
Christians belonging to foreign countries had compassion 
upon them and came and preached Christianity to them, and 
endeavoured to do them good, and thus they become acquainted 
with the way of wdsdom. As soon as they saw the true light 
they renounced their cruel gods and blind customs and came 
into the light w'ith joy ; and in consequence of their embracing 
the Christian religion they learnt intelligence, sincerity, and 
energy, and gradually became more and more prosperous. 

All persons who have any learning know that this was the 
cause of the prosperity of the white men at the outset, and if 
you inquire into and consider the facts of their history in subse¬ 
quent times, you must conclude also that it is solely owing to 
the qualities of mind which they have acquired by means of 
their religion, that their prosperity has been going on increasing 
up to the present day. 

In consequence of their regarding knowledge as wealth and 
constantly endeavouring to learn new sciences, to discover 
new arts, and to carry on new branches of trade, they are 
continually growing in intelligence. Tliis inteUige’nce is one 
cause of their prosperity and political power. 

They have learnt also from their religion that idleness is dis¬ 
graceful in every situation in life ; thatl abour is honourable ; 
that it IS a disgrace for people to depend for success upon the 
favour of the great, instead of doing their own work themselves ; 
and that whatever workmen may have to do, piety consists in 
f heir doing every thing as unto the Lord. Inconsequence of 
tins, they have learnt to be diligent in business, and this dili- 
gence is another cause of their prosperity. 
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• Moreover, whilst most of the people of this country shrink 
from everything that is new and content themselves with doing 
merely that which they are accustomed to do, white men have 
been set free from this slavery by the Christian religion, and 
regard no one employment in particular as the employment of 
their caste, but set themselves courageously to do every thing 
that requires to be done, whether they are accustomed to it or 
not. This liberty of action which they have acquired has doubt¬ 
less also contributed to their prosperity. 

Though their prosperity is partly owing to their intelligence, 
their energy, and their freedom, yet the honesty and sincerity 
which they have learnt from the Christian religion is certainly 
its principal cause. 

However intelligent, diligent, and courageous they might be, 
yet if they were accustomed to break their word, their lot would 
be not prosperity but degradation. 

\\'Tiatever other faults may be laid to the charge of the 
white men who have come to this country, magistrates, officers, 
and merchants, it is certain that as a class they cannot be charg¬ 
ed with lying and deceit, and that they do not break their 
word. Their boast is not in their caste, but in their adherence 
to truth. Though they are not destitute of sagacity and 
policy, yet they are fond of the proverb that “ honesty is 
the best policy.” Persons who know their honesty put 
confidence in them, and hence whatever business they under¬ 
take prospers, and in this way, in many instances, their 
honesty is their fortune. If any of them forgets his honor 
and becomes a liar and a cheat, the rest of the white 
men will not hold any intercourse with him, or even eat 
with him. Amongst them it is the liar that loses caste. 

The God that they worship is the true God, who loves truth ; 
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and the commandment “ thou shalt not bear false witness,” has 
been taught them from their infancy. They learn also from the 
Bible that “ truth in the inward parts” is of all sacrifices the one 
which is most acceptable to God, and those of them who are 
jnous believers in Christ receive “ the Spirit of Truth.” Hence 
they have learnt as a class to despise lies and to become truthful 
and sincere. Their truthfulness is the source of their prosperity, 
and their Christianity is the source of their trutlifulness. 

The Bible says, “ By the fear of the Lord are riches and 
liouor ;” also, “ Bightousness exalteth a nation but sin is a 
reproach to any people ;” and also “ Them that honour me 
I will honor, but they who despise me shall be lightly esteemed 
and in accordance with these words we find that Christians 
are exalted to honor and that the followers of false religions 
are abased. Thus the rule which is recorded in the Bible and 
the rule which is exemplified in the world are not different, but 
one and the same. 

From these considerations even the unlearned may conclude 
that Christianity is the only religion which has the approval of 
the true God, the ruler of the world. Of all religions 
Christianity is the only one which promotes education, civilisa¬ 
tion, material prosperity and other temporal benefits ; and hence 
all persons who have any desire for these benefits should aban¬ 
don religions which are of no benefit or use, for this life or for 
the next, and embrace the Christian religion. 

\ou must not forget that the white men owe their prosperity 
to their Christianity, or fancy that it is unnecessary to embrace 
their religion, and that all that is necessary for you to do is to 
endeavour to share in their prosperity. 

Vi hen king Solomon came to the throne, God appeared to 
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him in a dream and promised to give him whatever gift he 
desired. Solomon asked not for w'ealth but for wisdom ; and 
God was so pleased with him on this account, that he granted 
him not only much wisdom but also much wealth and prosperity • 
Thus, the things that all men need first are wisdom and the 
favour of God. When they have acquired these blessings all 
worldly benefits will be added to them. It is therefore a mis¬ 
take for people to think that they can obtain such prosperity as 
the white men enjoy without entering upon the way of wisdom 
in which they walk. In order to prosper like them, people 
must become intelligent and tnithfnl like them, and in order 
to become intelligent and truthful like them, they must like 
them abandon idols and seek the favour of the true God. 

Dear friends, why are you walking along the road that leads 
to the jungle, whilst you profess to be going to the Presi¬ 
dency ? Why do you adhere to a degrading religion, whilst you 
profess to be desirous of prosperity and honour ? It surely 
cannot now be doubted that the true way is the way of prosperi¬ 
ty ? It is certain that Christianity largely promotes the learn¬ 
ing aud prosperity that pertain to this life. Is it not equally 
certain that those who embrace the Christian religion and truly 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, will obtain thereby heavenly 
learning and heavenly wealth ? Listen therefore to the friendly 
advice which is given to you by the ministers of the Christian 
religion, that you may prosper both in this world and in the 
next. 
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THIRD WAY-ALVRK. 

THE TRUE WAY THE ONE UNIVERSAL WAY. 

If a religion be true and from God, it will be fitted to 
become the universal religion. 

God is one and “ with lum there is no variable¬ 
ness.” When we examine His Avorks in creation and the 
events wOiich take place in the world which illustrate His 
providence, wc find that they are all in harmony one with 
another, and that there is no contrariety amongst them. 
His will also is one ; wherefore if there is a religion which 
reveals His will and teaches men to render obedience to 
it, that also must be one. With the exception of that one 
religion, the various persuasions and sects which exist in 
the world must have proceeded from men, not from God. 

Moreover, the natm’e of man is one ; as the Kural says, 

“ By birth all men are equal,” 

“It is through their actions alone that some men are superior 
to others.” 

To whatever country men belong and whatever customs 
and usages may be prevalent amongst them, they have all 
one nature. 

“ Cows may differ in form and colour.” 

“ But there is no difference in the form and colour of their 
milk.” 

“So, like milk, \’irtue is one,” (Araneri.) 

Whether men are Europeans or Hindus, w-hether they 
are white or black, yellow or red, or whatever other colour 
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they may have, in so far as their natural powers and their 
duty to walk in the way of virtue are concerned, they 
are all perfectly alike. 

Amongst every race of people virtue is regarded as 
virtue, and vice as vice. As food, clothing, and sleep 
are needed by all classes of persons for their bodies, so 
certain spiritual blessings are needed by all classes of 
persons for their souls. All men being sinners, they all need 
the forgiveness of their sins. They all require divine help 
to enable them to act virtuously. They all need new 
natures and holy hearts. Tiiey all need patience in afflic¬ 
tion and peace at the hour of death. In fine, they all 
require wisdom in this world and heavenly happiness in 
the next. 

Seeing then, that these blessings are absolutely necessary 
to all men, the religion which confers them must be fit¬ 
ted to become universal. 

If a religion is true and from God, it will be fitted to 
refonn, sanctify, and bless all men, and to communicate 

to all men the wisdom both of earth and of heaven. 

Its usages will be fitted for the observance of all men 

throughout the world. Those who have embraced it will also 
be desirous of making it known to the followers of all other 
religions. 

This way-mark is visible in the true religion, but the 

religions which men have devised are destitute of it, 

Each of the religions of men has been adapted to the 
ideas of some one people alone, and instead of being com¬ 
mon to all, each of them exalts some one nation only and 
despises all the rest of the world. : 
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Listen to some considerations which tend to prove that 
Christianity is the one religion which is fitted to become 
universal. 

1. The Biile, or sacred book of the Christian religion, 
is common to all. It contains instructions which are need¬ 
ed by all men, and therefore all may freely read it; but 
all persons are not permitted to read the sacred books of 
other religions. 

The four Vedas, which were composed by tlic Brahmans 
of this country, are kept concealed in the Sanscrit language. 
Not a single portion of them is to be found in Tamil, 
Telugu, or the other languages which are spoken in India 
at the present day. Moreover, though the Brahmans chant 
the Vedas, it is not their custom in general to read or 
study them, and many of them have not the smallest idea 
of their meaning. The Brahmans boast that their Vedas 
are the word of Brahma, and the source of divine wisdom ; 
but if they were honest in making this boast they surely 
would not hinder men, who are God’s own offspring, from 
reading his word and growing in w'isdom. European scholars 
desiring to ascertain the contents of every book in this 
countiy, and to judge whether they are true or false, use¬ 
ful or useless, have learnt Sanskrit, and translated the 
Vedas into English and other European languages, and they 
are now engaged in printing them. Hence all the natives 
of this country who have learnt English have now the 
means of reading and examining the Rig Veda for them¬ 
selves. If they will only take the trouble of examining it 
they will certainly conclude that the Vedas after all are 
not gold, but only brass, that they do not contain the- 
spiritual food which mau’s soul requires, and that in one- 
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respect it was a very sensible thing on the part of the 
Brahmans to keep those books in concealment. 

The Koran also, the sacred book of the Mahommedans, 
is kept concealed in the Arabic language. Those persons 
who profess the religion of Islam in this country learn to 
read the words of the Koran ; but they are generally ignor¬ 
ant of the meaning of those words, and many of them therefore 
have not the slightest knowledge of the contents of the book. 
European scholars have translated the Koran also into 
English, and lienee all natives who have learnt English 
have the means of gaining a thorough acquaintance with its 
meaning. In like manner, the sacred books of the Parsees 
are concealed in an ancient language, which noue of the Par¬ 
sees themselves understand. 

Thus the followers of every religion except Christianity are 
in the habit of concealing their sacred books and allowing only 
a few persons to study them. Seeing that aU men are members 
of one and the same family, and that one and the same sort of 
spiritual food is required by all, this concealment of their sacred 
books from the knowledge of their fellow-men, by persons who 
profess those books to be a I’evelation fixim God, is a species of 
treason both against God and against men. The Bible, on the 
other hand, being fit to be studied by all, and Ixiing a storehouse 
of wisdom common to all, it is the desire of Christians that all 
persons should read it and learn wisdom from it. No person 
whatever is hindered from reading the Bible. Though it is a 
very ancient book and written originally in Hebrew and Greek, 
yet Christians have not kept it concealed in those languages, 
but have translated it into the various languages which are 
spoken by people at the present day. Translations of the whole 
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Bible, or of portions of it, have been made into a hundred and 
fifty different languages. 

Christians are desirous that all men should hear the words 
of their Creator in their own language, and learn his will and 
obtain salvation, and therefore they use great efforts to place 
the Bible within the reach of all. They print copies of it in 
large numbers and distribute them amongst people in every 
part of the world, either at a low price or gratuitously. 
Christians are neither ashamed of their sacred book, nor do 
they wish to hide it from any wish to deceive people. 

“ The cobra conscious of its poison lurks in concealment,” 

“ The harmless water snake exposes itself fearlessly 

“ So, those who have insincere hearts hide themselves,” 

“ But to hide themselves is foreign to the sincere.” (M&durei .) 

Thus the professors of various religions, being conscious 
that the books which they call sacred are full of deception and 
that they will not bear examination, conceal them from the 
public eye ; but Christians, being lovers of truth, and knowing 
that the Bible is true, and being anxious also to do good to their 
fellow men, they conceal the Bible from nobody, but exhort all 
persons to read it, to examine it, and to study it. 

Moreover, when the Bible of the Christians is examined it is . 
found to be suited to people in every situation of life. It contains 
the instructions of the common Father of mankind to all his 
children, and is the universal light. Monarchs and their sub¬ 
jects, the rich and the poor, parents and children, the wise and 
the simple, and all other classes of people in the world may learn 
in the Bible their duties to one another. It contains ancient his¬ 
tories for the learned, proverbial sayings for the common people, 
philosophies for the subtle, stories for the simple, and profitable 
spiritual instruction for all. It contains simple rules for the 
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guidance of children, and secrets of wisdom which cannot be 
fathomed even by the learned. Every thing contained in it has a 
moral purpose in view. 

• 

It is impossible for virtuous persons to read the Puranas of 
this country with pleasure, seeing that they contain many foolish 
fables and obscene stories. There is no hindrance of this sort to 
the reading of books of history and other works which teach 
useful secuhir knowledge; nevertheless, even such books, after 
they have been read once or twice, cease to please. But this is 
never the case with the Bible, which contains such an infinite 
amount of divine wisdom that the more constantly devout per¬ 
sons read it, the more their delight in it and love for it increase. 

You must not suppose that gurus alone read the sacred books 
of the Christians. It is the duty of all persons to read it and 
therefore it is read even by day labourers. When the congrega¬ 
tion assembles in church, you will see a copy of the Bible in the 
hands of all who are able to read. If a Christian is sick, a copy 
will generally be found at his bed’s head. Even if he should 
not be able to read it himself, he keeps it by him in order that 
when those who are able to read come to see him, thev mav take 
it up and read a little to him to comfort him. 

hen you. consider these things it is evident that the sacred 
book of the Christians, and it alone, is suitable to all mankind, and 
that the teaching which is contained therein is the universal teach¬ 
ing of the universal Father. 

It cannot be said respecting any book whatsoever that belongs 
to the religions of this country that it partakes of this character 
in any degree. 
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2. The church, or temple in which Christians worship God, 
is likewise common to all. 

The Tamil word Kdvil, or temple, is derived from Kd. “ God*’ and 
il, “ a house.'* Kdoil therefore meaus “ the house of God.” ^ 

God being the common Father and hing of all men, His house 
also must be common to all. All God’s children, without ex¬ 
ception, are entitled to regard His house as their own, and have 
a right to enter it and to seek and worship Godin it at all times. 

On the other hand, all Hindus are not permitted to enter the 
temples of their religion. All the people in common have con¬ 
tributed to the erection and repair of those temples and to the 
maintenance of the temple services. What are the mdniams also, 
or revenues which go to the support of the Brahmans and other 
officials connected with the temple, but a portion of the land tax 
which all the people in common are bound to pay to the govern¬ 
ment, and which was made over to the temple by the govern¬ 
ments of former times ? Notwithstanding this, only half the 
people are permitted to enter those temples ? The rest of the 
people, however devoted to the worship they may be, are refused 
permission to enter on the ground that they are of low caste. It 
may be concluded from this mark alone that these temples are 
not the temples of the true God, and that Hinduism is not fitted 
to be the universal religion. 

If they were the temple of the universal Father, this partiality 
would not be permitted. Our Father in Heaven would never 
prohibit any of his children, however poor and mean, from enter¬ 
ing His house. 

Those of the Shanars of Southern India who are heathens are 
guilty of an extraordinary pieee of folly. They call Bhadra Kfili 
their “ mother” in a literal sense and the divinity of their caste, 
and erect temples to her honor; yet no Shanar is allowed to enter 
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those temples. This privilege is restricted to the Pujari alone. 
Might not the Shanars easily conclude from this that that demon- 
goddess is not their mother ? 

When we remind people that they are not allowed to enter their 
own temples, they sometimes reply, “ What difference does it 
make whether we go inside the temple or remain outside ? In 
one sense this is perfectly correct. Whether inside the temple or 
outside, there is no advantage to be got by worshipping gods of 
stone. But this being the case, would it not be better for people 
to refrain fi’om visiting these temples ? 

The temples which Christians erect for the worship of God and 
for the religious instruction of the people are common to all. 
Every church is like a common residence and a common refuge. 
There are large churches and there are small ones. There are 
churches which have been erected in a beautiful style of archi¬ 
tecture and at a cost of many lakhs of rupees, and there aie 
churches which are built of sun-baked bricks and thatched with 
palmyra leaves. But whatever sort of building the church may 
be, every body is free to enter it, from the King to the cooly. 
No body is asked what his colour is, or to what caste he belongs. 

Generally there is only one church in a Christian village, and 
in that one church the whole of the people, men and women, 
old people and children, the rich and the poor, are accus¬ 
tomed to assemble with one mind for the worship of the 
one God. Those also who are not Christians are not hinder¬ 
ed from attending with those who are. On the contrary, 
we invite such persons to come with us to church, in the 
hope that when they see the spiritual worship of Chris¬ 
tians and hear the sermon of the minister, they will be 
awakened to reflection and will abandon their errors. 
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Christian temples being thus common to all, it may be 
concluded that Christianity also is fitted to be the religion of 
aU. 

3. Tlie benefits of the Christian religion are common to all. 
Hinduism has no benefits to confer upon any one, but even 
supposing that it had, its benefits are not the common 
property of all Hindus. Hinduism is found in this countiy 
alone ; and the people of this country, being split up into 
different castes, are accustomed to make invidious distinctions 
even in matters pertaining to religion. They have different 
inaugural rites and different teachings, different usages and 
different heavens, in accordance with differences in people’s 
caste and condition. There are distinctions made even in the 
burning ground. 

Christians on the other hand, whatever may be their country 
and to whatever rank in life they may belong, inherit all 
the blessings of Christianity in common, in the same way 
as relations inherit an “ undivided Hindu estate.” 

The salvation promised to Christians is declared to be " the 
common salvation.” Christianity teaches that the true God 
loves all men ; that the Divine Saviour died to redeem all ; 
that the church, the association of Christians, invites aud 
accepts all; that the Bible contains profitable instruction for 
all; that the gate of prayer, whereby the grace of God is 
besought, stands open to all; that all true Christians are 
delivered from their sins by faith in the one Saviour ; that 
there is but one way, the way of virtue, appointed for all 
to w'alk in ; that all believers receive comfort in all time of 
adversity and at the hour of death ; and that the entire 
company of the holy thro\ighout the world will at last meet 
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and become one in heaven, their common home ; and hence, 
like the wind which refreshes all and the sun which enlightens 
all, Christianity confers upon all men unbounded blessings. 

The word “ Gospel” means “ good news,” and the Gos¬ 
pel which proclaims Christ’s love is literally “ good news to 
all people.” To the weary and faint, Christ gives rest. Those 
who are heavy laden with the burden of their sins, lie 
relieves of their burden. To the unlearned and the simple. 
He reveals spiritual wisdom which is beyond the reach of 
the learned. The poor he delivers from anxiety, the rich 
from pride. He allays the fears of those who regard death 
with dread, and teaches them that death itself is the gate to 
life. Whatever be the mental distress, and whatever be the 
plague of the heart of whieh men eomplain. His loving teach¬ 
ing frees them from that distress and that plague. In this 
way His Gospel is the gospel of peace to all mankind. 

There are certain arrangements and observances also pecu¬ 
liar to Christianity which are fitted to teach men that all 
Christian blessings are common to all. When the people of 
any place have made up their minds to join themselves 
to the divine family of the Christian church, whatever may 
be their caste or their different positions in life, they are all 
received into one and the same church, by one and the 
same guru, after instructing them in one and the same doc¬ 
trine, by the administration of the dUeshd, or inauguration, 
of one and the same baptism, in one and the same water, 

and by the use of one and the same form of words. So 

also, after they have grown strong in faith Christian dis¬ 
ciples are accustomed to celebrate in eommon a sacred feast, 
called “the Lord’s Supper,” for the purpose of becoming 

imited with their Divine Saviour and growing in love one 
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to another. These observances teach very distinctly that 
Christianity is the one universal religion. 

^Moreover, through the operation of this cause alone, 
wherever Christianity is established, there caste distinctions 
and slavery gradually cease. The inhabitants of Christian 
countries may follow any employment they please, may wear 
any clothes or ornaments they please, may build their houses 
as they please, may walk along any road they please, and 
may aspire to any situation they please. 

The blessings which pertain to the present life being thus 
common to all Christians, we may conclude that the blessed 
inheritance of the next life also will be the common pro¬ 
perty of all sincere believers in Chiust. 

4. Christianiti/ being suited to the wants of all mankind, 
Christians make it their endeavour to gain over the followers 
of all other religions, hg their invitations and bg their in¬ 
structions and advice. —It may be known by this sign that 
Cdiristianity is the true religion, and that it is fitted to be¬ 
come universal. 

The followers of the various other religions known in 
this countiy are not desirous of gaining over all men, nor do 
they use any means for accomplishing such a purpose. Hindus 
never assert that there is no worship acceptable to God but 
the worship of Siva and Vishnu, or that it is absolutely 
necessary for the people of every nation to worship Vinayaka, 
Hanuman, and the rest of the three hundred and thirty 
millions of gods; nor do they ever ad!uit it to be their duty 
to exhort all persons to adopt their mode of worship. For¬ 
getting that the nature and wants of all men are one and 
the same, they hold that there are many true religions and 
many ways to heaven, but never assert that their own re- 
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ligion is the only way. It is not the custom also of the 
natives of this country to inquire which of the religions 
known in the world is suited to the nature of all men, or 
fitted to make men better. 

Dear friends ! if your religion were true it would be suit¬ 
able to all men, and if you believed it to be true, it would 
be your desire and endeavour that it should spread every where 
and overcome all other religions. If you use no endeavours 
of this kind, may it not be concluded that you do not believe 
your religion to be true ? If your religious teachers believed 
in the truth of their religion, should not some of them 
leave their temples and convents, and visit various foreign 
countries and islands, and give instruction to the inhabitants 
of those countries and endeavour to convert them to Hin¬ 
duism. Besides, do not the white men also who have come 
to this country and who dwell amongst you need to be saved ? 
You must visit them, therefore, and make known your religion 
to them also, and exhort them to worship gods of brass 
and of stone, that they may not fall short of heavenly bliss. 
If they should consent to worship those gods you must not 
say that they have gone mad ; for if the worship of those gods, 
is not madness but an allowable practice, then it is a duty, 
and if it is a duty, it is their duty, and yours, and the 
duty of all men. If it is true that deliverance from sin 
and the favour of God are obtained thereby, surely those 
blessings are not required by you alone, but by the white 
men also : exhort them therefore to worship idols like 
yourselves. If you really believe the worship of Siva and 
Vishnu to be the true worship of God, let your belief 
appear in your actions. Moreover, it will not only be neces¬ 
sary to convert the white men who reside in this country, it will 
also be necessary for you to visit Europe and to endeavom- by 
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your instructions to convert the English, the Germans, tlie Freneh, 
and the otlier white nations. Seeing that the white men are 
tlie rulers of the world, if they are not converted, Hinduism 
cannot gain the upper hand. Do not say that it will be a 
difficult thing to convert the white men. It will be difficult; 
but you have no right to talk about difficulties in a matter 
of religious duty like tliis. Whatever difficulty is met with 
in the promotion of the honour of the gods, is not a diffi¬ 
culty but an honour. 

Besides tliis, the Christians of Europe are accustomed to go 
from country to country endeavouring in this very way to 
convert all men to their religion. Is it not possible for you 
to do what they do ? You wdll say, “ it is impossible.” Very 
true ! The worship of Siva and Vishnu being an offence against 
God,—and not the tme worship of God, you find it impos¬ 
sible to use earnest exertions for the spread of that worship, 
lou have neither the wish to do so, nor tlie courage that is 
required. Besides, thougli the great majority of the people 
of this country offer ceremonial worship to Siva and Vishnu, 
they do not believe that they are really gods, or that piety 
to God consists in worshipping them. The only god that 
many of the people recognize is money. Many are not even 
ashamed to avow openly that Money is their god. For 
money they will do every thing most willingly that is with¬ 
in theu’ power. By suffering inconvenience, by curtailment 
of food and sleep, by long journeys, by large expenditure, 
and by the greatest, and most constant exertions, they will 
gladly perform the worship of money. But they hare no 
idea of doing all this for Siva or Vishnu. IIow' should 
they feel inclined to put themselves to so much trouble for 
the sake of gods that are not ? 

Christians, on the other hand, knowing that there is no 
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Go;l but the Go.I who made the world, and believing that 
“ lie is the rewarder of those that diligently seek Him, * 
are accustomed to labour zealously for the extension of llis 
religion. When Her Gracious Majesty the Queen assumed 
the government of this country, she stated in her procla¬ 
mation for the information of all people, that “ she firmly 
relied on the trutli of Christianity and acknowledged with 
gratitude the solace of religion.” All true Christians possess 
the same firmness of rclianee in the truth of Christianity, and 
they prove their possession of it by their zealous exertions. 

Though Christians are always endeavouring to convert to 
Christianity the followers of other religions, yet it is not 
their custom to impose their religion upon any person by 
force. They are strong enough to use force, if they thought 
it right to use it; but they abhor the use of force for such 
a purpose, knowing that it would be unjust in itself, and 
that it is inconsistent with the nature of the Christian re¬ 
ligion. Christ himself has said, “ If any man will come after 
me (that is, if he is willing to do so) let him deny him¬ 
self and take up his cross and follow me.” (Matthew XVI. 
21) ; and in accordance herewith, whilst true Christians give 
instruction and advice to all, and invite to join them those 
wlio are willing to do so, they do not use force, or per¬ 
secute the unwilling. 

Believing that the true God who mailc men, and who 
became a man to save men, regartls all men with love. 
Christians ai’e desirous that all men should enjoy the com¬ 
forts and solace arising from this belief whieh they them¬ 
selves enjoy ; and hence, for the sake of the love of the 
Lord who bought them, they endeavour to promote the wel¬ 
fare of their fellow-meir by making Christianity everywhere 
known amongst them. 
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Wlien tiie Divine Saviour Jesus Christ was about to leave 
tliis world and to return to heaven, He said to Iris dis- 
cipleSj " Go ye into all the w'orld and preach the gospel 
to every creature,” and “ Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the w'orld.” In accordance with this com¬ 
mand, Christian hlissiouaries hasten to every part of the 
world, and publish to all the gospel, or religion of Christ, 
and “ making disciples of all nations,” they receive them 
into the church by baptism. This entei’prise they regard 
not as a trouble, but as their glory and joy.. 

For the purpose of fulfilling the above mentioned com- 
m.and an 1 making known the way of salvation to all peo¬ 
ple, the Christians of England are accustomed to collect 
large sums of money by charitable contributions, and to send 
missionaries, catecliists, and schoolmasters into every region 
of the world. The money which is collected and expend¬ 
ed for this purpose, and for the purpose of printing and 
circulating religious books by the English alone every year, 
amounts to more than 60 lakhs, or 60,00,000 nipees. This 
money is not given by the Government. Pious members of 
the Goveniment give contributions like other people out of 
their own private means, but they do not disburse for mis¬ 
sionary purposes a single pice of the money which is collect¬ 
ed from the whole nation by means of taxes and which 
is lodged in the public treasurj'. The whole of the money 
mentioned above is a free-will offering given by Chris¬ 
tians with gladness of mind, and is in no respect a tax 
or rate. Seeing that Christians give such large sums of 
money in charity to promote the welfax'e of heathen people 
throughout the world, it is evident that they do not des¬ 
pise or hate the followers of other religions, but on the 
contrar)' that they love them. We may also learn how 
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strong their desire is for the conversion of heathens to the 
way of \Yisdom. 

Christians are constantly endeavouring to instruct and 
persuade all men, and they are convinced that all the in¬ 
habitants of the world will in time become Christians. 

I shall here mention a sign of the probable spread of 

Christianitv. As education and intelligence extend, llin- 
•/ 

duism is found to lose its power, whereas Christianity is 
found to gain strength and become more widely diffused. 
Many Hindus who have been educated in English schools 
and colleges, and whose minds have been enlightened by 
the education they have received, perceive the folly of 
their religion and are ashamed of it, and some persons 
of this class have publicly abandoned heathenism and em¬ 
braced Christianity. On the other hand, those of the white 
men who have acquired most learning, instead of being 
ashamed of their religion, are anxious to make it known 
to all, because they are persuaded that it is the source 
of all the benefits which their nation enjoys. Those of them 
who have studied most thoroughly the ancient history of 
their country ; those who have most diligently examined and 
compared the various religions and philosophies known in 
the world ; those who have had the best opportunities of 
visiting and observing different countries and peoples ; those 
persons are found to have the highest idea of the blessings which 
Christianity has conferred. If Christianity were not true and 
fitted to promote the welfare of all men, such persons would 
not lend their aid to its diffusion ; nor would they any 
longer profess it themselves. When this circumstance is 
taken into consideration, there seems to be reason to con- 
lude that in process of time not only education and ci\ ili- 
zation, but also Christianity will make progress throughout 
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the world. No one can suppose for a moment that in process 
of time all men arc likely to become worshippers of Siva 
or worshippers of Vishnu, or ]\rahomniedans. Each of those 
religions is losing strength daily, instead of showing signs 
of becoming universal. The only religion for the diffusion 
of which increasing efforts are daily made, is Christianity. 
Christians alone have come to the conclusion that it is their 
duty, in dependence on the blessing of God, to teach the 
way of salvation to every nation and to every race. 

Moreover, there are prophecies contained in the Bible, 
to the effect that “ the Gospel shall be preached to all 
nations,” that “ from the rising of the sun to the going 
down of the same” all men shall accept Christ as their 
Savioiu-, and that “ the earth shall be filled wdth the know¬ 
ledge of the glory of the Lord as the w'aters cover the sea ;” 
and tliese j^ropliecies render it certain that in the end the 
religion of Clirist will every where prevail. 

The time is coming when the whole of the inhabitants 
of this neighbourhood also will abandon their false deities 
and demons and learn to worship the Only God. Dear 
friends ! is this happy- change to take jilace in your time, 
or in the time of your children ? AVhenever it takes place, 
it will be a most beneficial change for this country. If, 
however, it takes place not in your time, but in the time of 
your children, though it will be a blessing indeed to your 
children and to your children’s children, yet it will be of no 
advantage to you. lou will have to lament in the other 
state of existence that you died without embracing tliat good 
religion. If you are converted and become Christians now, 
you yourselves will be saved and blessed now, and then also 
your children after you, and all future generations will share 
in your advaijtages. It will be an honor tp you also that 
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such blessings were bestowed upon your countiy and people 
in your time. Give yourselves therefore at once to the 
Christian religion, the only religion which is common to all 
—the one universal way of salvation, and you will be happy 
both in this life and in the next. 


I have now shown by means of three important sign?, 
or marks, which all persons, whether educated or uneducated, 
may easily understand and appreciate, that the Christian re¬ 
ligion is the true religion. Those marks are as follows:— 

1. Christianity furnishes men with many helps to a vir¬ 
tuous life, whilst the Hindu religions afford them no help 
whatever. The true way is, therefore, the way of virtue. 

2. The Christian religion is the most efficacious of all 
means for the promotion of earthly blessings, such as edu- 
oation, civilization, and temporal prosperity, whilst Hindu¬ 
ism does not, and cannot contribute to the promotion of 
these blessings. The true way is, therefore, the way of pros¬ 
perity. 

3. The Christian religion is common to all and fitted 
to become universal, wffiilst Hinduism has no claim to uni¬ 
versality. The true way is, therefore, the one universal way. 

Those who sincerely embrace the Christian religion and 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, will obtain the forgive¬ 
ness of their sins, and become pure in heart. Of all bless¬ 
ings which the soul of man requires these are the chief. I have 
not said much, however, concerning these blessings, but have 
confined myself to those considerations which the whole of the 
people of this country can comprehend with ease. If you read at¬ 
tentively what has been said above respeeting the three way- 
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marks wlilch sliow wliicli is the true way, you will be convinced 
that Christianity is the one religion which promotes “ glory to 
God in the highest, peace on earth, and good will towards men.” 
If you attain to this conviction, you must also be convinced 
of the truth of what is revealed in the Bible respecting sin, 
the expiation of sin, the grace of God, and the salvation 
of the soul : and then vou cannot but conclude that the 
Christian way alone is the way that leads to heaven, and 
accordingly embrace Christianity with eagerness and joy. 

Dear friends ! do not suppose that my wish is to over¬ 
come you in argument. My wish is not to gain a victory 
over you, but only to point out to you the true way and 
to persuade you for your own good to w%alk therein. The 
only victory I desire to gain is the friendly victory of per¬ 
suading you to consent to be happy in both worlds. 

Consider, therefore, seriously whether what you have now 
read be false or true, and devoutly pray to the Supreme 
God, the embodiment of truth, to reveal its truth to you. 
If you will only resolve to pray to Him to this effect, 
all that I have in view and all that I desire, wdll speedi¬ 
ly be accomplished. 

]\Iay the Supreme Lord grant you His blessing ! 



















































